
CITY OF READING, OHIO 
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION 

AUGUST 16, 2022 – 7:30 PM 

 
                  For the full detail of this evening’s Council Meeting, please visit http://www.icrctv.com/communities,  
                                     click on “Reading,” and then click “Reading City Council 08-16-2022.” 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
President Mr. Daum called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM. 

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
President Mr. Daum led those in attendance in a prayer and then the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL 
Council Members Present: Mr. Powell, Mr. Bronner, Mr. Bishop, Mr. Boehner, Mr. Thamann, Mrs. Kroeger & Mrs. 
Eadicicco. 

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT: 
Mayor Bo Bemmes, Law Director Dave Stevenson, Auditor Sabrina Smith & Clerk of Council Carla Kacher. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion to approve August 2 (Regular) Council Minutes made by Mr. Bronner, seconded by Mrs. 
Kroeger.  Motion carried by a voice vote. 
 
AUDIENCE ASKING PARTICIPATION:  None 
 
READING OF COMMUNICATIONS: 
(1) Galbraith Road Stop Signs (Communication received by President of Council, Dwight Daum): 
“The reason East Galbraith Road needs stop signs is not for speed control, but for crash prevention and damage 
reduction.  
 
In the late 1990s, there were two rear-ender crashes, one at 2349 and one at 2357 East Galbraith. One of them 
happened when the homeowner was backing out of the driveway, and the other happened when the homeowner 
was turning into the driveway. I don’t recall which was which, but you can ask Lieutenant Lattire, since his wife 
was the one involved at 2357.  
 
Around 2005, my pickup truck was rear-ended, while I was still travelling up the hill, by a speeder in a beater 
vehicle. Since damage to the truck was not noticeable and the damage to the beater was significant, I asked the 
individual whether he wanted to file a police report. He declined, of course, and this crash went unreported. Even 
so, that (non)driver had to slam on his brakes in order to avoid a hospital visit.  
 
In 2019, while I was sitting in my work truck, which was parked in my driveway, a distracted driver was going so 
fast up the hill that when she finally saw my neighbor’s car parked in front of my house, she decided that she 
should try to pass it on the right, which would be in my front lawn. She reacted way too slowly and ended up 
plowing into the back of that car, pushing it up the hill far enough to partially block my driveway while totally 
destroying the back end of that car. Her car then went over the 5 inch block (not sloped) curb, went across my 
lawn and crashed into my work truck, shoving it off the edge of the driveway. Only when she backed up to try to 
drive away did her vehicle stall after striking the neighbor’s car on the right side and activating the crash alarm 
system on her car. An eye witness estimated her pre-crash speed to be at least 50 miles per hour, yet the police 
report indicates a vehicle speed of 25 mph.  
 
In each of these four instances, a stop sign at Galbraith and Knollcrest would have prevented the offending 
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vehicles from having so much speed that reaction time is near zero, likely preventing the first three altogether and 
only destroying 2 cars instead of 3 in the last instance.  
 
In 2020, as I was pulling out of my driveway, my car was struck by a vehicle coming down the hill at 50 miles per 
hour. It was possible to see downhill traffic from the bottom of the driveway but impossible to see downhill traffic 
from the top of the driveway due to other vehicles being parked on the street and up the hill. In this instance, a 
stop sign at Galbraith and Marycrest would have prevented that vehicle from getting to 50 mph at that point 
along Galbraith, and that would have provided the gap in traffic that I needed in order to not have a wreck.  
 
These real-world events have demonstrated that it is unsafe for residents along Galbraith to:  
1. Back out of their driveways, 
2. Pull into their driveways,  
3. Pull out of their driveways, and 
 4. Sit in their parked vehicles in their driveways. 
 This is not to mention the three times my mailbox has been run over or into or the time that a City snow plow was 
going so fast up the hill that the mass of snow being ejected from the plow broke the mounting arm off the 
mailbox post. 
 
 I have received complaints from the residents on Ridgepoint and Harvest Lane that it is difficult to safely enter 
Galbraith Road, especially during peak driving hours. Stop signs downhill at Ridgepoint and uphill at Harvest 
would greatly improve safe access for these residents.  
 
Since the speed sign was parked in front of my house earlier this year, I know the difference between uphill and 
downhill speeds, and that difference was shown in the data I presented to council. The recent report from the 
Police Chief only shows “Incoming” vehicle speed measurements, but I know the day the police turned the sign 
around, so I am able to separate uphill from downhill speeds. The speed data by itself shows the need for some 
kind of additional traffic regulation.  
 
History proves that East Galbraith Road needs stop signs.” 
                                 
Motion made by Mr. Boehner, seconded by Mr. Powell to defer this to th Safety Committee and provide a copy of to Police 
Chief Edens.  Motion carried by voice vote.  Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mr. Thamann marking the 
communication received/filed.  Motion carried by voice vote. 
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GUEST SPEAKERS:    
(1) Mr. Chris Schneider (Reading Road Corridor Plan) 
Presented the Reading Road Corridor Plan to Council 
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Mrs. Eadicicco asked what the next steps are and Mr. Schneider confirmed that adoption or approval from 
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Reading City Council.  Mr. Bronner asked if approval from Council is what is needed next or approval from the 
Zoning Board?  Answer:  Not at this early point but eventually, after Council’s approval, yes. 

(2) Jerry Newfarmer (Management Partners) 
Presented the benefits of an organizational review to Council. 
 

 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None Requested 
 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION: 
 
READING OF RESOLUTIONS:  None 
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READING OF ORDINANCES:  
(1) AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR TO TRANSFER FORTY THOUSAND ($40,000.00) DOLLARS  
     FROM THE SEWER SERVICE FEE FUND(827) TO THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND(340) AND AUTHORIZING  
    THE SAFETY & SERVICE DIRECTOR TO PURCHASE A LEAF VACUUM AND LEAF BOX FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO  
    EXCEED $40,000.00 FROM THE CAPITAL FUND(340) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
      
     Motion made by Mr. Bronner, seconded by Mr. Boehner to suspend the rule that requires a third reading.   
     Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mr. Kroeger to adopt the ordinance. 
     Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote  
 
    ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                            ORDINANCE NUMBER 2022-23 
 
(2) AN ORDINANCE AWARDING A CONTRACT TO J.K. MEURER CORP. FOR THE EAST NORTH STREET  
     IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED TWO HUNDRED THOUSAND ($200,000.00)  
     DOLLARS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
      
     Motion made by Mrs. Eadicicco, seconded by Mr. Boehner to suspend the rule that requires a third reading.   
     Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote.  Motion made by Mr. Boehner, seconded by Mr. Bronner to adopt the ordinance. 
     Motion carried by 7-0 roll call vote  
 
    ORDINANCE ADOPTED                                                                                            ORDINANCE NUMBER 2022-24 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS: 
Mr. Bemmes -  
- We are begging people to please slow down always but especially in the next few weeks due to schools opening: 
- Reading Community Schools: First Day is August 17 for grades 7-12 (day starts: 7:20 am; ends at 2:10 pm M-F)  
  August 18 for grades 1-6 (day starts at 8:10 am; ends at 2:30). The first day for pre K and K is August 22. 
- MND 1st day is August 22 starting at 7:45 am. 
- SPPA 1st day is August 24 
- Cincinnati Classical School 1st day is August 30th starting at 7:30 a.m. 
- Taste of Reading hosted by the American Legion Ladies Auxiliary is August 27 at Koenig Park,  
  12 noon to 11 pm. Great food, drinks, entertainment and crafts!  
- Antique Car Show is September 11 at Reading Community Schools parking lot from 10 am – 3 pm. 
- RBD Fall in Love is September 21, 6 – 9 pm. on Benson Street. 
 
Mr. Bishop –  
- Next Utilities, Lands & Buildings Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 18 at 6:30 to discuss audio visual services for 
Reading. 
- Met with Administration and Rumpke to discuss and figure out the solution to the the Rumpke Recycling pick-up issues.  
The discussion went very well, and initially the plan is, if anyone continues to have problems, the first thing people need to do 
is first call Rumpke at 513-742-2900 and then also call 513-733-7325 (City of Reading).  The goal with all of this is to create a 
paper trail and hold Rumpke accountable. 
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Mr. Boehner –  

 

 
 
COUNCIL OF THE WHOLE: 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn came from Mr. Bronner and was seconded by Mr. Boehner.  Motion carried by voice vote.  
There being no further business, the meeting was declared adjourned at 8:28 pm. 

 

 
X______________________________________           X______________________________________ 
  Carla Kacher                                                                    Dwight Daum 
  Clerk of Council                                                                 President of Council 


